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will not be required subsequently to 
comply with any additional require-
ments mandated by NFPA 74 (i.e., the 
owner would not be required to install 
a smoke detector in a basement not 
used for living purposes, nor would the 
owner be required to change the loca-
tion of the smoke detectors that have 
already been installed on the other 
floors of the unit). 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 27163, May 30, 1996; 63 FR 23861, Apr. 30, 
1998; 64 FR 26646, May 14, 1999; 64 FR 49658, 
Sept. 14, 1999; 64 FR 50230, Sept. 15, 1999] 

§ 982.402 Subsidy standards. 

(a) Purpose. (1) The PHA must estab-
lish subsidy standards that determine 
the number of bedrooms needed for 
families of different sizes and composi-
tions. 

(2) For each family, the PHA deter-
mines the appropriate number of bed-
rooms under the PHA subsidy stand-
ards (family unit size). 

(3) The family unit size number is en-
tered on the voucher issued to the fam-
ily. The PHA issues the family a 
voucher for the family unit size when a 
family is selected for participation in 
the program. 

(b) Determining family unit size. The 
following requirements apply when the 
PHA determines family unit size under 
the PHA subsidy standards: 

(1) The subsidy standards must pro-
vide for the smallest number of bed-
rooms needed to house a family with-
out overcrowding. 

(2) The subsidy standards must be 
consistent with space requirements 
under the housing quality standards 
(See § 982.401(d)). 

(3) The subsidy standards must be ap-
plied consistently for all families of 
like size and composition. 

(4) A child who is temporarily away 
from the home because of placement in 
foster care is considered a member of 
the family in determining the family 
unit size. 

(5) A family that consists of a preg-
nant woman (with no other persons) 
must be treated as a two-person fam-
ily. 

(6) Any live-in aide (approved by the 
PHA to reside in the unit to care for a 
family member who is disabled or is at 

least 50 years of age) must be counted 
in determining the family unit size; 

(7) Unless a live-in-aide resides with 
the family, the family unit size for any 
family consisting of a single person 
must be either a zero or one-bedroom 
unit, as determined under the PHA 
subsidy standards. 

(8) In determining family unit size 
for a particular family, the PHA may 
grant an exception to its established 
subsidy standards if the PHA deter-
mines that the exception is justified by 
the age, sex, health, handicap, or rela-
tionship of family members or other 
personal circumstances. (For a single 
person other than a disabled or elderly 
person or remaining family member, 
such PHA exception may not override 
the limitation in paragraph (b)(7) of 
this section.) 

(c) Effect of family unit size-maximum 
subsidy in voucher program. The family 
unit size as determined for a family 
under the PHA subsidy standard is used 
to determine the maximum rent sub-
sidy for a family assisted in the vouch-
er program. For a voucher tenancy, the 
PHA establishes payment standards by 
number of bedrooms. The payment 
standard for a family shall be the lower 
of: 

(1) The payment standard amount for 
the family unit size; or 

(2) The payment standard amount for 
the unit size of the unit rented by the 
family. 

(3) Voucher program. For a voucher 
tenancy, the PHA establishes payment 
standards by number of bedrooms. The 
payment standards for the family must 
be the lower of: 

(i) The payment standards for the 
family unit size; or 

(ii) The payment standard for the 
unit size rented by the family. 

(d) Size of unit occupied by family. (1) 
The family may lease an otherwise ac-
ceptable dwelling unit with fewer bed-
rooms than the family unit size. How-
ever, the dwelling unit must meet the 
applicable HQS space requirements. 

(2) The family may lease an other-
wise acceptable dwelling unit with 
more bedrooms than the family unit 
size. 

[60 FR 34695, July 3, 1995, as amended at 63 
FR 23861, Apr. 30, 1998; 64 FR 26646, May 14, 
1999] 
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